
An Era Comes To A  Close

   Since 1971, we have been involved in dirt circle track racing.  We kind of slipped into this hobby when we started helping Ruth‘s brother, Ron Greenstreet, with his Early Late Model at old Speedway Park.  We supported him through the transition to Late Models at SP and Albuquerque Raceway, which later became Duke City Raceway.  We assisted him with a couple of new cars as the technology evolved.   Coach became hooked on the mechanics of how the chassis and suspension worked together even though Late Models were still basically a full stock framed car.  During that time, we continued to become more and more involved in the sport which included racing with Ronnie in Arizona and a five race trip to the hot bed of racing in Iowa.  One thing led to another when Coach and Bill Shaver teamed up to start Coach’s Chassis in ‘77 after building a stock stub/fabricated chassis Late Model the previous winter for a friend, Johnny Johnson.  In ‘79, a Coach’s Chassis Late Model house car was built and was driven in ‘80 by Eddy Gantt at DCR and SP.  We now were car owners while we continued to support Ron‘s racing.  After Ron retired from racing at the end of that year, Eddy ran the house car and we also helped sponsor Mark Pierre in his new Coach’s Chassis built Late Model throughout 1981, SP’s last year.  The house car was sold at the end of that season.  We were no longer car owners but sponsored Mark for the next two years.  Coach and I bought out Bill’s part of Coach’s Chassis in ‘82.  In ‘83, we became car owners again after purchasing a Howe Late Model that Mark drove for us both in and out of town before leaving racing that winter.  We had a couple of drivers do one race stints for us in ‘84 until Gaylord Lippert came on board for several shows locally and out of town.  He ran for us the next year but alternated between his car and ours before retiring.  We sat out most of ‘86, purchased a fully fabricated Shaw Late Model and tabbed Brad Collums for the ’87-88 seasons mostly at Duke City Raceway.  In ‘89, J.R. Fanelli drove the Shaw for us at DCR and several out of town events.  He started the ‘90 season but quit before the end. J.D. Howard took over the ride.  By then, the Late Models were a dying breed at DCR so we went on the road to Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico.  In ‘90, we sold the first Shaw and bought a new one. We were able to buy our first enclosed trailer in ‘92 which made traveling easier and motels stops less worrisome.  J.D. raced that Shaw through the end of ’94. Up until this time, the driver had always provided the power plant for our Late Models.  We acquired our own used iron block engine over the winter so that we had the controlling interest in our adventures.  Mark Pierre agreed to come out of retirement for the ‘95 season, helped us build our mid-sized diesel puller motor home but quit after only three shows.  We contacted Randy Mattila who agreed to take the ride.  We raced with him in Arizona, Oklahoma, and Missouri.  We put that Shaw up for sale and over the winter, Coach and Randy put together a Coach’s Chassis Late Model that Coach and J.D. had previously built in our shop.  We campaigned that Late Model in the Midwest.  Because Randy lived 80 miles away, it became harder and harder for him to drive back and forth to help maintain the car so he stepped out at the end of ’96.  We picked Steve Conrad to drive in ’97.  We raced several shows in Arizona that spring.  That summer, we were in the process of moving our home from Albuquerque to Los Lunas and Steve had just changed jobs that curtailed his racing opportunities.  We sat out the rest of that season.  After watching several shows at DCR, Coach liked the driving style that he saw in Modiifed new comer and champion, Toby Herring.  We asked him if he was interested in traveling to race our Late Model in ’98.  He was and we raced mostly in Arizona with one end of season trip to Arkansas and Missouri.  That winter, we purchased another new Shaw.  By then, the Super Late Model was an all tubular chassis with nary a piece that was stock.  Toby raced only two shows before the more than well used engine exploded.  After a seven week layoff to get our new all aluminum engine from Hatfield, it was back to racing, and racing well.  When he wasn’t racing our Late Model, Toby continued to race his Modified and several other vehicles.  By the end of ’02, Toby was tired of the travel and went back to just the Modifieds.  Two good things happened the next year.  Super Late Models returned to DCR and Butch Reid agreed to be our driver.  He also came with championship experience in the Modifieds.  It was great racing at home again in ‘03 but DCR was shut down and sold in January of ’04.  Anticipating having to travel again, we found a larger motor home with a larger trailer that could carry two cars.  But two year old Hollywood Hills Speedway, built as a special event only track, took up the slack and we raced most of the season there.  The ‘05 season began early with a trip to Arizona.  While we waited for a race schedule from an in limbo HHS, we raced several more times in Arizona.  The delayed season finally kicked off in August at HHS and we ran the rest of those shows.  It was back to Arizona in January of ’06.   HHS did not open that year so we had Butch running a limited schedule that sent us to Kansas, Arizona and NM.  Plus, he was still racing his Modified most weekends when the Late Model was idle. When we finally sold our old motor home, we purchased a new Rocket Chassis Late Model through Shaw.  In the meantime, Coach was building his first Coach‘s Chassis Modified for Butch to replace his old, worn out one.  We debuted both cars at the grand re-opening of HHS and successfully campaigned there in ’07 and ’08 with just a few trips elsewhere.  In March of ‘09, Coach finally had his worn out left ankle fused.  Crutches and a mobility cart became his mode of transportation.  HHS opened the season but it was closed for good by the end of May.  That surely didn’t help business at Coach’s Chassis.  With just one local show under our belts, it was August before Coach was mobile enough on his own two feet to travel.  We ran twice in southern New Mexico and once in Arizona.  Without much local racing business to help feed the Coach’s Chassis coffers, revenues continue to drop.  We raced just four shows in Arizona this season before it became even more apparent to us that fuel, maintenance and pit fees were no longer in the budget.  The business has to come first when paying the bills.  It also became harder for us, Butch and any the crew to find the time to go away to race.  Want to or not, it is time to dissolve Coach’s Racing.  We will continue to own and operate Coach’s Chassis, but the whole racing operation is to be sold.  The Late Model and its spares, the motor home and the trailer are being posted for sale on several racing websites.  

     The main thing that will be missed by us in the future will be the people that we have met in racing.  Over these 39 years, we have made friends with so many of the racers in so many cities let alone the ones here in the Albuquerque area.  We have had some of the best times of our lives just being around these good hearted folks.  

     We have had some excellent help over the years from devoted folks who have worked on the crew at the shop and/or at the track for just a pit pass and some food.  Several of them have been with us so long that they are like sons and daughters to us or even like a grandson and granddaughter.  Thank you: Kenny Todd, Doug Linder, Will Rask, Brad Winters, Bobbie Jean Reid, Steven Francis, John Andrews, Mike Andrews, Kenny Myers, Garry Richards, Brian Jordan, Brian and Tracy Gwash, Steve Conrad, Sr., Ted Ickes, Martin Cook, Mac Odom, Ken Penn, Rusty Erven, James Sundsmo, Mike Walker, Daryn Fastnaught, Will Berry, Joe and Gayle Byers and others.  We’re sorry if we missed anyone.  The brain gets fuzzy after so many years.

 We have been fortunate to have many sponsors throughout the years.  No matter what they were able to contribute, we very much appreciated it.  A few of them have also been with us for long stretches.  Thanks so much: Eastdale Texaco Service Center which later became Jeff Stout’s Automotive, AFCO Racing Products, Larry Shaw, Inc., Action Alignment, Budlong Engines which has become Budlong  Motorsports, Everything Nice, Choice Steel Co., Computer Supplies Warehouse, Frankly Speaking, Concentra Medical Centers, NAPA Auto Parts, JGA Racing Engines, Hatfield Racing Engines, B&K Fab, J&E Signs, Visual Noise, M.A.D. Designs, New Mexico Contracting Services, Jackson Compaction, Diesel Doctor, San Felipe’s Casino Hollywood, Atlas Pumping, L&M Trucking, Score Hi Gunsmitthing, Irwin’s Gunsafes, Shaver’s Welding,  Mesilla Valley Transportation, Southwest Dental, A Touch of Glass, Rocket Roush, Drury Machine and of course, Coach’s Chassis.  We’re sorry if we missed anyone.

     Don’t know if we were hard to drive for but we have had a list of drivers over the years.  No matter for how long or short the duration, it was all worth it.  We hope that they learned as much from us as we learned from them and had as good a time as we did.  Special thanks to: Ronnie, of course, for getting us into racing by allowing Coach to become part of his crew for nine good years of learning about Late Models together;  Eddy and Mark for trusting us to build them quality, winning cars;  Gaylord for helping us to branch out to new venues;  Brad for our first championship when you were but 17;  J.R.  for testing our machine to its fullest and the great performance feedback you gave us;  J.D. for being a good and aggressive, winning driver although you do have the front bumper repair record; Randy for being not only a smooth driver but one who was so conscientious about maintenance; Steve for leaving your local realm of racing to venture into another division as well as new territory; Toby for  your great skill and the many wins over five years and for your great gift of gab; and Butch for the very good times, the exciting driving displays, the numerous heat and feature wins and the three championships.  Thank you all for the memories that you have left with us. 

     Thank you family and friends for putting up with our crazy schedules over the years.  It seems that if we weren’t teaching or coaching, we were working at Coach’s Chassis, getting ready to race or were gone racing, sometimes at the spur of the moment.  Although we will still attend some racing shows, we will also make it a point to be available for those family or friend special events. 
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